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Disclosure
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Clinical Presentation

• F/87

• Lives alone, ADL-I

• Known history of mod AS last Echo 2013

• Hypertension

• Admitted on 25/12/2017 for chest pain 
onset 3 days prior to admission

• BP 95/50 P110
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ECG on admission
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• TTE on admission
• LVEF 35%, severe anteroseptal HK from 

base to apex
• Calcified AV with severe AS PG/MG 

82/55mmHg, AVA 0.6cm2

• Moderate MR, TR RVSP 50mmHg20
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Progress

• Managed as delayed presentation of 
anteroseptal STEMI with progression of 
underlying aortic stenosis

• LMWH, DAPT and guideline-directed 
therapy

• Started on low dose dopamine 5ml/hr
(2:1 concentration) borderline BP
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Decision Timepoint #1

• Shall we
• wait for stabilization and optimization of medical 

treatment before doing anything?

• Intervene early because still need dopamine and 
medical treatment cannot stop clinical deterioration?

• What intervention
• On-go approach

• PCI + BAV? 

• PCI + TAVI? 

• Stepwise approach
• PCI then see what happens

• PCI then BAV/TAVI

• “No touch” approach
• Conservative treatment?
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• Family interviewed and explained on coronary 
angiogram findings and concomitant severe 
aortic stenosis

• Advanced age and patient have many family 
members – Eldest Son in UK, Daughter in 
Australia, the rest of family in Hong Kong

• Take time for Family consensus – diversion of 
decision among family

• Can only make decision for PCI first

• Cannot have consensus for BAV and TAVI
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PCI to LAD on 3/1/2018
Left radial approach
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EMERGE 2.5/12mm
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Resolute Onyx 2.75/26mm
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Accuforce 3.3/8mm post dilatation
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Progress

• Successful PCI pLAD critical lesion with DES

• Significant PR Bleeding with increasing Dopamine 
demand 5 days post PCI

• OGD and Flexible Sigmoidoscopy done in ICU
• Rectal ulcer and multiple sigmoid diverticuli

• Temporary withhold Plavix and resumed after Hb
stabilized with close monitoring
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Progress

• Still dopamine dependent on 5ml/hr (2:1 
concentration)

• 2L O2 CXR - status quo

• BP borderline ~90

• Echo – LVEF 35% severe LAD territory HK, severe AS

• Probably some chest infection given antibiotics 
with iv Tazocin
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Decision Timepoint #2

• Anticipating potential deterioration

• Episodic change in condition with up and down 
titrating of dopamine and BIPAP support

• Patient and Family members cannot make up any 
mind

• Overall likely downhill course and DNACRP signed
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Decision Timepoint #3

• Status quo for subsequent 1 month in CCU with 
supporting treatment

• No worsening no improvement 

• 2L O2

• 5ml dopamine (3-8ml)

• Patient with clear mind and communicable

• Can tolerate diet

• overall frail

• Changing iv access many times

• Regular sitting out, ripple bed to present bedsores
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Family Conference

• All family members come back for thorough 
discussion on patient condition

• Understood current condition

• Patient made her own decision –
• “if survice through till after Chinese New Year…..”
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TF TAVI

• Heart team approach

• TAVI on compassionate ground on 
23/2/2018

• L femoral Access

• Embolic protection with Sentinel20
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BAV with Edwards Balloon 16mm X 4cm
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Deployment of Edwards SAPIEN 3 #23mm (plus 1ml extra 

vol)
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Clinical Progress

• Post operative management in CCU
• Intentionally keep the central line (off 

after 10 days) and peripheral lines, A-
lines for close monitoring

• Dopamine weaned off after 3 weeks
• Reassessment TTE

• LVEF improved from 30 to 50%, SAPIEN 3 
in excellent position, nil AR
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• Planned for extended period of 
rehabilitation

• Fever 2 months after TAVI
• Blood C/ST

• Corynebacterium striatum

• Microbiology – lines/poor skin 
condition/to r/o SBE

• Started on Meropenem/Vancomycin
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SBE in TAVI valve

• 0.3 to 1.2% per year

• Most common organism
• coagulase-negative staphylococci (24.5%),

• staphylococcus aureus (21%)

• enterococci (21%)
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Potential predisposing factors for TAVI IE

• Potential factors in the case
• Prolonged hospitalization, lines, immobility, bedsores, 

stably-ill clinical state, delayed endothelialization
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TTE 16_6_2018 (Completion on A/B)
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Progress

• Completed 8 weeks antibiotics

• Blood culture showed clearance of bacteraemia

• Repeated TEE in 6/2018 showed no vegetations
with good prosthesis function, LVEF 50%

• Completed course of rehabilitation

• Gradual clinical improvement and clinically stable 
upon last FU

• Now in Nursing Home, outpatient rehabilization
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2017 admission

PCI to LAD

TF TAVI

Discharge
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Conclusion

• Things have to manage timely

• Would it make a difference if we manage the 
situation with a difference timing?

• What if
• PCI + BAV then TAVI early or PPCI with PTAVI 
• Would it affect the outcome
• Would it do worse

• Timing is important but 
• No one knows what is best timing
• Many uncontrollable factors affecting clinical decision
• Patient and scenario-specific
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Thank you
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