
Controversy in PCI

When to perform CTO intervention

Just do it! 

Cardiovascular Care Center, Iwaki Kyoritsu General Hospital

Yoshito Yamamoto, MD.
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PCI of a CTO in patients with appropriate clinical indications 

and suitable anatomy is reasonable when performed by 

operators with appropriate expertise. (Level of Evidence: B)
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Classen et al, JACC: Cardiovasc Int., 2010

Survival at 5 years in STEMI
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Classen et al, JACC: Cardiovasc Int., 2010
CTO is worse than multi-vessel disease

Survival at 5 years in STEMI
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Impact of CTO artery on 12-month mortality in patients with non 

STEMI treated by PCI (From the PL-ACS Registry)

Gierlotka et al, Internat J Cardiol 168 (2013) 250–254
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Impact of CTO artery on 12-month mortality in patients with non 

STEMI treated by PCI (From the PL-ACS Registry)

Gierlotka et al, Internat J Cardiol 168 (2013) 250–254

Residual CTO increase mortality
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CTO should not be left …
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successful CTO-PCI is required, in any age …
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Complete revascularization is required
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Also need intubation …
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Antegrade Parallel wire techniqe with IVUS was required
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Retrograde approach was required
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During 8 years, need maintenance PCI for 3 vessels …
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Still, he survives more than 10 years …

2 more years later …
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We need algorithm for crossing CTOs

Brilakis ES. et al. JACC Cardiovasc Interv. 2012 Apr;5(4):367-79.
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Maeremans, J. et al. J Am Coll Cardiol.. 2016;68(18):1958-70

Hybrid Strategies can simplify strategy of CTO-PCI
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CTO operator should be well experienced

Brilakis ES. et al. JACC Cardiovasc Interv. 2012 Apr;5(4):367-79.

Operator CTO-PCI volume 

associated with procedural 

success and complications
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Primary Bidirectional with extremely difficult cases …

Tsuchikane et al. Japanese CTO-PCI Expert Registry
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Over-all Procedure Success
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Antegrade-alone CTO Crossing
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Collateral Channel Crossing
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Successful GW for Collateral Channel
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Successful GW for Septal Channel
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Successful GW for Epicaldial Channel

20
18

 ©
 A

IC
T C

on
gr

es
s 2

01
8. 

All r
igh

ts 
re

se
rve

d -
 A

ny
 re

pr
od

uc
tio

n e
ve

n i
n p

ar
t is

 pr
oh

ibi
ted

.

20
18

 ©
 A

IC
T C

on
gr

es
s 2

01
8. 

All r
igh

ts 
re

se
rve

d -
 A

ny
 re

pr
od

uc
tio

n e
ve

n i
n p

ar
t is

 pr
oh

ibi
ted

.

20
18

 ©
 A

IC
T C

on
gr

es
s 2

01
8. 

All r
igh

ts 
re

se
rve

d -
 A

ny
 re

pr
od

uc
tio

n e
ve

n i
n p

ar
t is

 pr
oh

ibi
ted

] .

20
18

 ©
 A

IC
T C

on
gr

es
s 2

01
8. 

All r
igh

ts 
re

se
rve

d -
 A

ny
 re

pr
od

uc
tio

n e
ve

n i
n p

ar
t is

 pr
oh

ibi
ted

] .

20
18

 ©
 A

IC
T C

on
gr

es
s 2

01
8. 

All r
igh

ts 
re

se
rve

d -
 A

ny
 re

pr
od

uc
tio

n e
ve

n i
n p

ar
t is

 pr
oh

ibi
ted

] .

20
18

 ©
 A

IC
T C

on
gr

es
s  

20
18

. A
ll r

igh
ts 

re
se

rve
d -

 A
ny

 re
pr

od
uc

tio
n e

ve
n i

n p
ar

t is
 pr

oh
ibi

ted
] .

20
18

 ©
 A

IC
T C

on
gr

es
s 2

01
8. 

All r
igh

ts 
re

se
rve

d -
 A

ny
 re

pr
od

uc
tio

n e
ve

n i
n p

ar
t is

 pr
oh

ibi
ted

] .

20
18

 ©
 A

IC
T C

on
gr

es
s 2

01
8. 

All r
igh

ts 
re

se
rve

d -
 A

ny
 re

pr
od

uc
tio

n e
ve

n i
n p

ar
t is

 pr
oh

ibi
ted

] .

20
18

 ©
 A

IC
T C

on
gr

es
s 2

01
8. 

All r
igh

ts 
re

se
rve

d -
 A

ny
 re

pr
od

uc
tio

n e
ve

n i
n p

ar
t is

 pr
oh

ibi
ted

] .



Overall Complications
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LAD-CTO Case from Dr. Sumitsuji

Courtesy by Dr. Sumitsuji
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CT-MMAR Result - estimate coronary territory

Courtesy by Dr. Sumitsuji

MMAR:
Myocardial
Mass
At
Risk
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LAD-CTO : 33.3% of LV myocardium

Courtesy by Dr. Sumitsuji

20
18

 ©
 A

IC
T C

on
gr

es
s 2

01
8. 

All r
igh

ts 
re

se
rve

d -
 A

ny
 re

pr
od

uc
tio

n e
ve

n i
n p

ar
t is

 pr
oh

ibi
ted

.

20
18

 ©
 A

IC
T C

on
gr

es
s 2

01
8. 

All r
igh

ts 
re

se
rve

d -
 A

ny
 re

pr
od

uc
tio

n e
ve

n i
n p

ar
t is

 pr
oh

ibi
ted

.

20
18

 ©
 A

IC
T C

on
gr

es
s 2

01
8. 

All r
igh

ts 
re

se
rve

d -
 A

ny
 re

pr
od

uc
tio

n e
ve

n i
n p

ar
t is

 pr
oh

ibi
ted

] .

20
18

 ©
 A

IC
T C

on
gr

es
s 2

01
8. 

All r
igh

ts 
re

se
rve

d -
 A

ny
 re

pr
od

uc
tio

n e
ve

n i
n p

ar
t is

 pr
oh

ibi
ted

] .

20
18

 ©
 A

IC
T C

on
gr

es
s 2

01
8. 

All r
igh

ts 
re

se
rve

d -
 A

ny
 re

pr
od

uc
tio

n e
ve

n i
n p

ar
t is

 pr
oh

ibi
ted

] .

20
18

 ©
 A

IC
T C

on
gr

es
s  

20
18

. A
ll r

igh
ts 

re
se

rve
d -

 A
ny

 re
pr

od
uc

tio
n e

ve
n i

n p
ar

t is
 pr

oh
ibi

ted
] .

20
18

 ©
 A

IC
T C

on
gr

es
s 2

01
8. 

All r
igh

ts 
re

se
rve

d -
 A

ny
 re

pr
od

uc
tio

n e
ve

n i
n p

ar
t is

 pr
oh

ibi
ted

] .

20
18

 ©
 A

IC
T C

on
gr

es
s 2

01
8. 

All r
igh

ts 
re

se
rve

d -
 A

ny
 re

pr
od

uc
tio

n e
ve

n i
n p

ar
t is

 pr
oh

ibi
ted

] .

20
18

 ©
 A

IC
T C

on
gr

es
s 2

01
8. 

All r
igh

ts 
re

se
rve

d -
 A

ny
 re

pr
od

uc
tio

n e
ve

n i
n p

ar
t is

 pr
oh

ibi
ted

] .



D9-CTO : 38.7% of CTO myocardium

Courtesy by Dr. Sumitsuji
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LAD-CTO PCI with 2 stent

Courtesy by Dr. Sumitsuji
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D9-CTO : 38.7% of CTO myocardium

Courtesy by Dr. Sumitsuji
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Final Angio

Courtesy by Dr. Sumitsuji
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CTO-PCI should be performed, because …

mortality rate is higher in CTO than multi-vessel disease, 

after STEMI-PCI.

residual CTO worsens mortality rate after non-STEMI PCI.

But, CTO-PCI should be performed, if …

operator is well experienced.

complete revascularization is achieved in success.

Hybrid algorithm may simplify and improve CTO strategy.

CT-MMAR may estimate CTO territory for revascularization.
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Thank you for your attention !
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